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2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction

Foreword

or everywhere for world, correct and early 

Fweather information don turn one strong tool wey 
government dey use take make country strong 

against weather wahala, protect people life and 
public property, and also help economy grow well. As 
climate change dey increase problem and bring 
plenty bad weather like ood, heat and storm, 
weather science no suppose remain only for 
classroom or big-big technical book. E suppose turn to 
clear and fast information wey government t use 
plan policy, investors t use decide where to put 
money, disaster managers t use prevent loss, and 
ordinary people plus companies t use for their daily 
work.

Na this idea dey behind Nigerian Meteorological 
Agency (NiMet) Seasonal Climate Prediction (SCP) 
from years back, and na the same idea dem still follow 
for 2026 season.

SCP come from serious and correct use of weather 
and climate science, join world best practice with 
NiMet own technical knowledge. Dem use global 
climate signs like El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO) 
and Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) as main things wey 
dey drive the prediction. For 2026 season, all these 
global and regional signs dey show say ENSO go 
mostly stay neutral. This one get serious meaning for 
when rain go start, how much rain go fall, when rain go 
stop, how hot or cold go be, and the kind risk wey 
different sectors t face across Nigeria.

No be only average weather the 2026 SCP talk about. 
E also give full details on when rain go start and stop, 

how long farming season go last, how rain go spread 
for different places, dry periods inside rainy season, 
and temperature pattern for  al l  774 Local 
Government Areas for Nigeria. All these things very 
important for farming, food security, aviation, water 
management, marine and blue economy, building 
and construction, disaster prevention, energy 
planning, health sector and many others. One special 
area wey dem stress well-well na early rain and fake 
rain start, because if farmer no understand am well, e 
t cause unnecessary loss of money and crops.

Aviation sector still dey benet plenty from correct 
and early weather service. The 2026 SCP carry 
information wey go help ight planning, airport 
operations and safety management system for all 
airports for Nigeria. The document also follow Federal 
Government promise to make Nigeria strong against 
climate problem, ensure food security, reduce 
disaster risk and promote sustainable economic 
growth.

As the world dey face environmental, economic and 
political challenges, the work wey scientists dey do for 
humanity still very important. Na why NiMet don grow 
for more than 100 years, remain focused on its duty, 
work well with partners, and provide science wey 
people t use take act. This don help reduce risk for 
businesses, make people prepare ahead, and save 
life and property.

Finally, the real value of this climate prediction no be 
only how correct the science be, but the actions wey 
e go cause people to take. For climate resilience to 
work well, people must know, understand and share 
correct scientic information and advice. Na this be 
wetin Seasonal Climate Prediction (SCP) stand for. E 
dey support Mr. President decision to tackle climate 
change with new ideas across different sectors for the 
whole country.

My hope be say the 2026 SCP document go serve as 
trusted guide, wey go give everybody for weather 
and climate value chain the information wey dem 
need to make and carry out climate-smart decisions 
for Nigeria socio-economic development
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Festus Keyamo, SAN, CON, FCIArb (UK)
Honourable Minister of Aviation and Aerospace 
Development
(Minister in charge of Meteorology in Nigeria)
February 2026
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Executive Summary 

NiMet dey release Seasonal Climate Prediction 
(SCP) every year as part of the work wey law give 
dem, to advise Government and people of Nigeria 
on everything wey concern weather and climate. 
This SCP dey show how rain and temperature go 
behave for the year. NiMet dey use correct modern 
forecasting method, long-time weather records, 
and latest scientic knowledge take prepare these 
predictions.

The information inside SCP very important for 
government policy, planning and decision-making 
for companies, stakeholders and individuals for 
both private and public sector for Nigeria. Aviation 
people don dey use SCP advice to plan ights 
better and improve airport safety. Farmers dey use 
am adjust when dem go plant, so crop no go spoil 
because of unexpected rain pattern. At the same 
time, SCP dey give clear picture of important 
weather conditions and how dem go behave 
throughout the season.

NiMet also dey work together with people from 
weather-sensitive sectors like farming, aviation, 
construction, water management, health, trade, 
livestock and tourism, to make sure say the forecast 
t the real needs of users. Because of this, SCP dey 

give special advice for different sectors,  like early 
warning for disease outbreak for health sector, or 
runway condition guidance for aviation sector so 
that every sector get correct and useful 
information to take make good decisions.

The 2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction dey based 
on expectation of weak La Niña and neutral ENSO 
phase. The forecast show say rain go start early to 
normal time, rain go stop normal to late, rainfall 
amount go be normal to above normal, and rainy 
season go last normal to longer time. Temperature 
for most parts of Nigeria go be higher than normal. 
When dem talk onset, na when rain go start; 
cessation na when rain go stop; length of season 
na how long the rainy season go last from start to 
end.

Before Rain Fully Start (False Onset)

For early 2026, some serious rain t fall before the 
rainy season fully start. This early rain dey mostly 
come from atmospheric movements like Madden-
Julian Oscillation (MJO) and Mid-Latitude Wave 
(MLW). MJO na big air movement wey dey affect 
tropical rain, while MLW na wave for jet stream wey 
t change weather system. Southern Nigeria go 
likely see rain for January and February, and this t 
cause small ood and water stand for low areas. 
This show say early warning and preparation very 
important for communities wey e t affect.

When Rain Go Start

Prediction show say rain go start earlier than normal 
for Bayelsa, Rivers, Benue, Kogi and some parts of 
Kebbi, Niger, Jigawa, Katsina, Kano, Adamawa, 
Taraba, Oyo and Nasarawa states. Most other 
parts of Nigeria go get normal rain start time. But 
Borno state go likely experience late rain start.

When Rain Go Stop

Most parts of Nigeria go see normal time when rain 
go stop for 2026. But some parts of Lagos, Ogun, 
Anambra, Enugu, Cross River, Benue, Nasarawa 
and Kaduna go experience late rain stop, 
meaning rain go continue longer than usual. On 
the other hand, parts of Ogun, Osun, Ondo, Imo, 
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Rivers, Akwa Ibom, Kogi and Niger go see rain stop 
earlier than normal.

How Long the Season Go Last

For most parts of Nigeria, rainy season length go be 
normal. But some parts of Borno, Yobe and Niger go 
get shorter rainy season. Lagos, Benue, Enugu and 
parts of Ebonyi, Ogun, Oyo, Nasarawa, Anambra, 
Kwara, Kebbi, Kaduna, Gombe and Taraba go 
likely get longer rainy season than normal. This 
difference t affect farming plan and water 
management for those areas.

Rainfall Amount

Total rain for 2026 go be less than normal for parts of 
Katsina, Zamfara, Kwara, Oyo and Ogun. But rain 
go be more than normal for parts of Borno, Sokoto, 
Kebbi, Kaduna, Enugu, Cross River, Abia, Ebonyi, 
Akwa Ibom and FCT. Other parts of the country go 
experience normal rainfall.

Temperature

The weather go hot generally pass normal level for 
Nigeria. Both for afternoon and night temperature 
go be hotter than normal for most parts of the 
country from January to May 2026.

Dry Spell

From March to May, serious dry period wey go pass 
15 days t happen for Oyo and Ogun after rain don 
start. Moderate dry spell wey t reach 15 days t 
happen for Ekiti, Kogi, Osun, Ondo, Ogun, Edo, 

Ebonyi, Abia, Cross River, Delta and parts of Kogi 
and Kwara.

From June to August, serious dry spell wey t last up 
to 21 days go likely affect northern and central 
states. This kind dry condition t reduce crop yield 
and water availability, and disturb farming and 
daily life.

Little Dry Season

For 2026, small dry season go likely start between 
26th and 30th of July, but signs t show from middle 
of July. The dry period go strong for Lagos, Ogun, 
Ekiti and parts of Oyo, and t last more than 27 
days. For Ondo, parts of Kwara and Edo, the 
dryness go be moderate.

The 2026 SCP serve as climate information for 
action and early warning for all Nigerians, in line 
with United Nations Early Warning for Al l 
programme and to support President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu eight-point agenda on climate protection.

Professor Charles Anosike
Director General/CEO 
Nigerian Meteorological Agency(NiMet) & Permanent 
Representative of Nigeria with WMO

February 2026
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Predicted 2026 Cessation Dates and Departure from Normal
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As rain dey fall for north, all di southern states, and some part of di central states get high chance to see 

malaria cases for May 2026. Because of dis, High Vigilance dey recommended for dem areas, 

Moderate Vigilance for Kebbi, Zamfara, Kaduna, Bauchi, and Adamawa states, while Low Vigilance 

dey advised for di rest of di northern states during dis period.
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Chapter Three
Implications of the 2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction 

for Some Key Economic Sectors

Figure 31: Aeroplane ying in turbulence 
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Positive Effects Weh Fit Happen:

• Underground water level t rise, make water easier to collect and store for home, farm, and industry.

• Plenty water t help hydropower stations generate more electricity.

• Aqua businesses like shing and sh farming t do better.

What Government and Communities Suppose Do.

• Make dem strengthen water management plans so water go dey used well and wahala go 

reduce.

• Put better money and effort for strong water infrastructure for places wey dey get ood and 

drought.

• Encourage water-saving ways like rainwater harvesting, mulching, and reusing old water.

• Protect riverbanks and wetlands because na dem dey help keep water sources safe.

• Use nature style solutions like tree planting and land restoration to make water system strong.

• Make sure dem enforce water laws and regulations well.

• Let people sabi well-well, remove buildings wey block waterways, stop dirty waste and open 

toilet for outside.

• Make sure water dey treated well before people drink am.

• Strengthen partnership between government, community, and other people wey concern for 

ood wahala.

• Dam managers suppose follow correct operating rules.

• Use ood control tools like dam monitoring and oodgates.

• Widen river, clean drainage, and dredge dam to help stop ooding.

• Dey check water levels for river, dam, and underground water to prepare fast for ood.

• Dirty water and poor waste disposal t cause water-borne diseases, especially for places wey rain go 

low.

• High water temperature t cause bad algae grow, reduce oxygen, and spoil water quality.

• High temperature go make water evaporate fast, reduce water inside rivers and dams, and expose 

equipment to theft or damage.

• Drought and water shortage t cause ght and communal clash.

• Too much water collection t pollute surface and underground water.

• Sediment from ood t reduce dam capacity.

• Flood t make water dirty (turbid), increase cost of treating water.

• Erosion and sand deposit t spoil water quality.

• River behaviour t change, affect ow and direction.

• Soil t weak (liquefaction), put pressure on dams and water structures, and cause collapse.

• Nutrient overload t cause eutrophication, spoil water quality further.
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Source: DailyPost
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Figure 44: Recreational Beach 
in the coastal city of Lagos

Source: thewheatbakerlagos
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Figure 47  : Mokwa community under ood
Source: https://www.penglobalinc.com/mokwa-ood-
disaster-africa-on-the-front-line-of-climate-crisis.

Figure 48: 2025 Mokwa ood
Source: https://www.premiumtimesng.com/regional/north-central/
803094-mokwa-ood-over-300-bodies-recovered-lawmaker.html
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Advisory on the Meningitis risk

• Teach people about meningitis

• Check sickness cases regularly

• Train health workers on climate and sickness talk

• Prepare emergency health plan

• Do vaccination campaign

• Go hospital sharp-sharp if neck stiff or high fever start

• Wash hand often

• No share cup, food, spoon, straw, toothbrush

• Avoid crowd and open window for air

• Cover mouth and nose when coughing or sneezing
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Advisory on Heat Stress

• Drink water many times

• No do hard work outside when sun dey hot

• Stay under shade, use umbrella, cap, sunglasses

• Close curtain when sun hot, open window for night

• No ever leave pikin inside motor

• Use fan or cooler if e dey

• Keep emergency items: ORS, thermometer, water, towel, small fan

• Go hospital if heat sickness or skin problem worsen

Advisory on Cholera risk

· Teach people about cholera

· Watch sickness cases closely

· Train health workers on weather and health risk

· Prepare emergency response plan

· Do vaccination where e dey

· Government make provide clean drinking water during ood

· Make we no dey shit for outside and bush ani how, use toilet and latrine

· Wash hand with soap before eating and after toilet
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Chapter Four
Daytime and Nighttime Temperature

Predictions
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Chapter Five
Detailed 774 Local Government Area Seasonal 

Rainfall Prediction



69

2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction

1886 - 2026

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CLIMATE SCIENCE for 



70

2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction

1886 - 2026

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CLIMATE SCIENCE for 



71

2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction

1886 - 2026

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CLIMATE SCIENCE for 



72

2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction

1886 - 2026

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CLIMATE SCIENCE for 



73

2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction

1886 - 2026

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CLIMATE SCIENCE for 



74

2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction

1886 - 2026

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CLIMATE SCIENCE for 



75

2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction

1886 - 2026

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CLIMATE SCIENCE for 



76

2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction

1886 - 2026

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CLIMATE SCIENCE for 



77

2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction

1886 - 2026

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CLIMATE SCIENCE for 



78

2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction

1886 - 2026

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CLIMATE SCIENCE for 



79

2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction

1886 - 2026

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CLIMATE SCIENCE for 



80

2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction

1886 - 2026

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CLIMATE SCIENCE for 



81

2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction

1886 - 2026

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CLIMATE SCIENCE for 



82

2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction

1886 - 2026

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CLIMATE SCIENCE for 



83

2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction

1886 - 2026

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CLIMATE SCIENCE for 



84

2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction

1886 - 2026

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CLIMATE SCIENCE for 

Glossary 
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