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2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction

Foreword

lobally, accurate and timely cl imate 

Ginformation has become one of the most 
powerful tools available to governments to 

build resilience, safeguard lives and infrastructure, 
and achieve sustainable socio-economic growth. 
Given the increasing dangers posed by climate 
change and the associated extreme weather events, 
the science of weather and climate must no longer 
remain conned to classroom research or technical 
reports. It must be translated into timely, actionable 
information that informs government policies, 
provides guidance for investment decisions, supports 
disaster risk reduction efforts, and the day-to-day 
operations of citizens and industries across all sectors 
of the economy.

This has become the central philosophy underpinning 

the Nigerian Meteorological Agency's Seasonal 

Climate Prediction (SCP) over the years and has 

remained the same for the 2026 season

SCP is a product of rigorous and thorough application 
of meteorological and climate science, combining 
global best practices and in-house technical 
expertise. Leveraging El Niño Southern Oscillation 
(ENSO) and Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) climate 
modes as the foundational drivers in generating the 
climate predictions. For the 2026 season, these global 
and regional climate indicators point towards a 
predominantly neutral ENSO phase, a scenario that 
has important implications for rainfall onset, amount, 
and cessation characteristics, temperature extremes, 
and the associated sectoral risks across the country.

Beyond seasonal averages, the 2026 SCP provides 
detailed information on rainfall onset and cessation, 
length of the growing season, spatial rainfall 
distribution, dry spell, and temperature patterns 
across all the Local Government Areas in Nigeria. 
These are essential for agriculture, food security, 
aviation, water resources management, marine and 
blue economy, building and construction, disaster risk 
reduction, energy planning, health, etc. Of particular 
importance is the emphasis on early-season rainfall 
events and false onset risks, which, if not properly 
understood, can result in avoidable economic losses 
for farmers and other climate-sensitive actors. 

The aviation sector remains a major beneciary of 
accurate and timely climate services. The 2026 SCP 
contains information aimed at strengthening ight 
p l a n n i n g ,  a i r p o r t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a n d  s a f e t y 
management systems across all our airports. The 
document  i s  a l so  in  l ine wi th  the Federa l 
Government's broader commitment to climate 
resilience, food security, disaster risk reduction, and 
sustainable socio-economic development. 

Amid global environmental, socioeconomic and 
political challenges, the work of scientists for humanity 
remains critical, and that is why the Nigerian 
Meteorological Agency (NiMet) has evolved for over 
a century, staying true to its mandate, collaborating 
effectively and providing decades of science for 
action; thereby de-risking economic activities, 
enabling preparedness and saving lives and 
property.

Finally, the value of this climate prediction is not just 
about its scientic accuracy but in the actions it will 
inspire. Critical to the success of climate resilience is 
awareness, enlightenment and sharing of relevant 
scientic information and advisories. This is what the 
Seasonal Climate Prediction (SCP) represents, 
supporting Mr. President's resolve to address climate 
change issues with multi-sectoral innovative agenda 
across the country.

It is my hope that the 2026 SCP document will serve as 
a trusted guide, providing all stakeholders in the 
weather and climate services value chain with the 
necessary information to make and implement 
climate-smart decisions for the socio-economic 
development of Nigeria.

1886 - 2026

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CLIMATE SCIENCE for 

Festus Keyamo, SAN, CON, FCIArb (UK)
Honourable Minister of Aviation and Aerospace 
Development
(Minister in charge of Meteorology in Nigeria)
February 2026
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Executive Summary 

he Nigerian Meteorological Agency (NiMet) 

Tproduces the Seasonal Climate Prediction (SCP) 
annually to full its statutory responsibility to advise 

the Government and people of Nigeria on all aspects 
of weather and climate. The SCP offers an outlook on 
various climate variables, including the year's rainfall 
and temperature patterns. NiMet employs state-of-
the-a r t  fo recas t ing  techn iques ,  long- te rm 
meteorological data, and contemporary scientic 
knowledge to develop these forecasts. 

The information presented in the SCP is vital for policy 
formulation, planning, and decision-making by 
operators, stakeholders, and individuals in both the 
private and public sectors in Nigeria. Aviation 
authorities have used SCP advisories to enhance ight 
planning and airport safety management. It enables 
farmers to adjust planting schedules, reducing crop 
losses due to unexpected rainfall patterns. At the 
same time, the SCP provides a glimpse into essential 
climate parameters and their expected behaviour 
throughout the season. 

Furthermore, a co-production process involving 
relevant stakeholders from weather-sensitive sectors 
such as agriculture, aviation, construction, water 
resources, health, trade, livestock, and tourism is 
employed to ensure that forecasts are tailored to 
users' needs. These user-tailored forecasts mean the 

SCP offers sector-specic advisories for issuing early 
warnings for disease outbreaks to the health sector or 
providing guidance on runway conditions for the 
aviation sector, ensuring that each area receives 
relevant and actionable information to support 
effective decision-making.

The 2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction (SCP) is based 
on a projected weak La Niña and a neutral phase of 
the El Niño Southern Oscillation and forecasts an early 
to normal onset of the rainy season, normal to late 
cessation, and normal to above normal rainfall and 
season duration. Temperatures are likely to be above 
normal for most parts of the country. Onset refers to 
the expected start of the rainy season, while cessation 
indicates when it is likely to end. The length of season 
describes the duration between the onset and 
cessation dates.

Pre-Onset Activities (False Onset)
In the early part of 2026, notable rainfall events are 
anticipated prior to the full onset of the rainy season. 
These pre-onset rains are largely inuenced by key 
atmospheric drivers, particularly the Madden-Julian 
Oscillation (MJO) and the Mid-Latitude Wave (MLW). 
The Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO) is a large-scale 
atmospheric disturbance that inuences tropical 
rainfall patterns, while the Mid-Latitude Wave (MLW) 
refers to undulations in the jet stream that can affect 
weather systems. Regions in the southern part of 
Nigeria are expected to experience rainfall during 
January and February, which may result in localised 
ooding and temporary waterlogging in low-lying 
areas. Such conditions underscore the importance of 
early warning and preparedness measures for 
communities likely to be affected.

Rainfall Onset Dates  
The 2026 prediction indicates that earlier-than-normal 
onset of the rainy season in Nigeria is likely to occur 
over Bayelsa, Rivers, Benue, and Kogi states, as well as 
parts of Kebbi, Niger, Jigawa, Katsina, Kano, 
Adamawa, Taraba, Oyo, and Nasarawa states; while 
most other parts of the country are forecasted to 
have normal onset dates. However, a late onset of 
the rainy season is predicted for Borno state.

Rainfall Cessation Dates
Most parts of the country will experience a normal 
end (cessation) of the 2026 rainy season. However, 
parts of Lagos, Ogun, Anambra, Enugu, Cross River, 
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Benue, Nasarawa, and Kaduna states are expected 
to have a delayed cessation, meaning that the 2026 
rainy season will likely end later than usual. Conversely, 
the cessation dates in parts of Ogun, Osun, Ondo, 
Imo, Rivers, Akwa Ibom, Kogi, and Niger states are 
predicted to end earlier than the long-term average 
cessation dates, with the rainfalls stopping sooner 
than usual. 

Length of Rainy Season
The predicted length of the rainy season in 2026 is 
expected to be normal across most parts of the 
country. However, a shorter-than-normal length of 
rainy season is expected in parts of Borno, Yobe, and 
Niger states.  The forecast also reveals that Lagos, 
Benue, Enugu, and parts of Ebonyi, Ogun, Oyo, 
Nasarawa, Anambra, Kwara, Kebbi, Kaduna, 
Gombe, and Taraba states are likely to have longer-
than-normal length of rainy season this year. These 
deviations from the normal rainy season length could 
affect agricultural planning and water resource 
management in the affected regions.

Rainfall Amounts
The 2026 seasonal forecast indicates that total rainfall 
is likely to be below normal in parts of Katsina, 
Zamfara, Kwara, Oyo, and Ogun states relative to 
their long-term averages. In contrast, above-normal 
rainfall is predicted for parts of Borno, Sokoto, Kebbi, 
Kaduna, Enugu, Cross River, Abia, Ebonyi, and Akwa 
Ibom states, as well as the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT). The remaining parts of the country are 
expected to experience normal rainfall conditions.  

Temperature
Temperatures are expected to be generally above 
the long-term average across the country. Both 

daytime and nighttime temperatures are predicted 
to be warmer than the long-term average over most 
parts of the country in January, February, March, 
April, and May 2026. 

Dry Spells
The Prediction shows that in the March – May season: 
There is a likelihood of a severe dry spell lasting more 
than 15 days after the establishment of rainfall in Oyo 
and Ogun states. A moderate dry spell, lasting up to 
15 days, may occur in the Southern states: Ekiti, Kogi, 
Osun, Ondo, Ogun, Edo, Ebonyi, Abia, Cross River, 
and Delta, and Central region: parts of Kogi and 
Kwara states.

June - August season:  A severe dry spell that may last 
up to 21 days is predicted for the northern and central 
states of Nigeria during the June-July-August season. 
Such prolonged dry conditions could signicantly 
affect crop yields and water availability in these 
regions, potentially disrupting agricultural activities 
and daily life.

Little Dry Season (LDS)
The prediction shows that in 2026; the Little Dry Season 
is likely to commence between the 26th and 30th of 
July. However, signs of the LDS season may begin to 
manifest by mid-July. The dry conditions that 
characterise the season are expected to be quite 
severe in and around Lagos, Ogun, Ekiti, and parts of 
Oyo states. The length of the season in those places is 
expected to last more than 27 days. In Ondo, parts of 
Kwara, and Edo states, the intensity is expected to be 
moderate.

The 2026 SCP serves as Climate data for action and as 
an early warning tool for all Nigerians in line with the 
United Nations Early Warning for all initiatives and to 
climate-proof the Eight-point agenda of President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu GCFR.

Professor Charles Anosike
Director General/CEO 
Nigerian Meteorological Agency(NiMet) & Permanent 
Representative of Nigeria with WMO

February 2026
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Chapter One
The Scientific Basis for Prediction
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Chapter Two
2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction
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Chapter Three
Implications of the 2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction 

for Some Key Economic Sectors

Figure 31: Aeroplane ying in turbulence 
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Source: DailyPost
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Figure 44: Recreational Beach 
in the coastal city of Lagos

Source: thewheatbakerlagos
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Chapter Four
Economic Implications of Seasonal 

Climate Prediction
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Chapter Five
Daytime and Nighttime Temperature

Predictions
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Chapter Six
Detailed 774 Local Government Area Seasonal 

Rainfall Prediction
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Glossary 
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Former Director Generals & CEOs

Leadership Legacy

J.K. Clackson BSc., O.B.E
(1947 - 1961)

A.W. Ireland
(1961 - 1963)

 N. A. Akingbehin M.F.R, M.B.R.

(Mar. 1963 - Sept. 1969)

First Nigerian Director

 M.C. Abayomi O.F.R,,Bsc,
(MC GILL),F.R. MET.S

(Sept. 1969 - May 1983)

 Isacc Oti Emore Bsc. London
(Mar. 1984 - Nov. 1987)

Joseph A. Adejokun
(Sept. 1987 - April 1993)

Alhaji R.R Rufai
(Jul. 1993 - Dec 1994)

Alhaji Salahu Yusuf
(Sept. 1995 - Nov. 2001)

Chief Lihwu Eugene Akeh
(Nov. 2001 - May 2007)

Engr Jide Adeniji
(May 2007 - Jun 2007)

Dr. Anthony Anuforum
(Jun 2007 - Jan 2017)

Prof. Sani Abubakar Mashi
(Jan 2017 - Mar. 2021)

Prof. Mansur Bako Matazu
(Mar. 2021 - Dec 2023)



109

2026 Seasonal Climate Prediction

1886 - 2026

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CLIMATE SCIENCE for 

History of Meteorological 
Services in Nigeria

1886 
at Akassa (present 

Bayelsa State)

1891 
for Lagos (PWD)

1907
for Ilorin

1909
for Lokoja

1911
for Zungeru

2003
arising from the strategic importance 

of weather, Federal Executive 
Council (FEC) approved the 

setting up of NiMet

1949
 the service became a full-edged 

department and was one of the seven 

colonial department structures used 

in running Nigeria

For efciency and improved service delivery,NiMet Act of 2003 has been repealed

 and replaced with a new act: NiMet Establishment Act, 2022
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Centenary Awards from WMO
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Old Observations 
Legacy of Excellence in Climate Science

Meteorological Observation at Akassa, Nigeria Recorded in February 1887
(Source: Centre for Environmental Data Analysis (CEDA), UK)
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Meteorological Observation at Kano, Nigeria Recorded in 25th July 1942

Meteorological Observation  Recorded on Wednesday 28th
October 1942
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